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Introduction
The International Consortium on Landslides (ICL) is an international non-governmental and non-profit scientific organization promoting landslide research and capacity building for the benefit of society and the environment. Landslides are studied in many fields of science, technology and disaster reduction, and understandings of landslides differ in various fields. To create a common understanding of landslides as a distinct science, an international journal is absolutely necessary. The first project of ICL was to found an international journal "Landslides": IPL C100. There are many different terminologies used in landslides in different fields. However, one information source these fields have in common are full color photos of landslides. The most important condition was that the new journal should be printed in full color. The first full color scientific journal "Landslides: Journal of International Consortium on Landslides" was inaugurated in 2004. It is not easy to launch a new journal and it was developed based on the past 15 years of publication of the three-color printed International Newsletter "Landslide News" from 1987 to 2003 by the Japan Landslide Society. The journal "Landslides" has a latest impact factor 3.049 and is published bimonthly, with 300 pages per issue from 2017.
ICL has organized World Landslide Forums together with IPL Partners in 2008, 2011, 2014 , and will organize it in 2017 in Ljubljana, Slovenia, and in 2020 in Kyoto, Japan. The current greatest mission is to implement "ISDR-ICL Sendai Partnerships 2015-2025 for global promotion of understanding and reducing landslide disaster risk", proposed, accepted and signed during the Third United Nations World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction in Sendai, Japan, 2015. The history of ICL was compiled in this article as the basic information for the High-Level Panel Discussion "Strengthening Intergovernmental Network and the International Programme on Landslides (IPL) for "ISDR-ICL Sendai Partnerships 2015-2025 for global promotion of understanding and reducing landslide disaster risk".
Objectives of ICL
The objectives of ICL are written in its statutes. The principal objectives are to:
(a) promote landslide research for the benefit of society and the environment, and capacity building, including education, notably in developing countries; (b) integrate geosciences and technology within the appropriate cultural and social contexts in order to evaluate landslide risk in urban, rural and developing areas including cultural and natural heritage sites, as well as to contribute to the protection of the natural environment and sites of high societal value; (c) combine and coordinate international expertise in landslide risk assessment and mitigation studies, thereby resulting in an effective international organization which will act as a partner in various international and national projects; and (d) promote a global, multidisciplinary Programme on landslides, the International Programme on Landslides.
ICL Members
Members are those organizations that support the objectives of ICL intellectually, practically and financially. Membership is for a minimum period of two years. Members will come from one of four categories:
(a) Intergovernmental organizations (b) Non-governmental organizations (c) Governmental organizations and public organizations (d) Other organizations and entities.
Management of ICL
All matters of management are examined and decided by the Board of Representatives (BOR). Members of BOR are the representatives of each ICL member organization.
• Full power for the management of the affairs of the Consortium is vested in the Board of Representatives, which will meet at least annually. The quorum and internal regulations are defined by the bylaws. 
History of ICL to Propose the Partnerships
The history of ICL was compiled and chronologically presented from the preparatory stage (from June 1987, the publication of the first issue of the international Newsletter 
Preparatory stage
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